
-f T Talkin the small office

VV ffi:H:::T,n,
evidence of his musical career

surrounds you - plastic-encased

CDs of songs he's written hang

on a r,vall; on the opposite side

sits a piano; and a guitar crorvned

by a hat sits in a corner.

Shaw has worked in many

tacets of the music industry as a

musician, band member, band

leader and songwriter with a few

hit songs and commercials under

his be1t.

"My mother put a guitar in my

hand when I was about 6 years

oldl'he said. "l played it and

played it and liked it.
"l really liked what I was do-

ing, so I just sat there and taught

myself to p1ay. She showed me

the few chordsl'

It was that early experience,

Shaw said, "Where I kind of got

the itch for it and they realized

that it was something that i could

do. Ihad a strong desire for it
and i had some talent.

"Both sides of my family had

talent. My father's mother t'as

a great pianistl' he said. "She

taught public school and piano in

Grenada for years, probably over

-r5 vears_

At one point, he said, his fami-

ly wanted him to learn the piano

from his grandmother, "but I
had no interest whatsoever; I

wouldn't practice. I started in the

second grade and I wouldn't do

anithing. So I just flnally quit,

you know, after a couple ofyearsi'

His parents, Shaw said, never

pushed him toward a musical

career but made opportunities

available to him to play and per-

form. Shaw said his older brother

Ken was also musically talented

and played the drums.

"lt ended up that rve played for

years and after I learned to play,

"Then lgot kind
oftired of school
and bailed out my
junior yean Didn't
know what I was
going to do, you

know 2l years old;
no job, jus[ not
knowing where
you're going or

what you going to
do, but knowing I

had a guitar in my
hand. I just went
wherever that

took me."
- Ben Show



my mother put us in all the loca1

talent showsl'he said.

"l had a younger brother who

sang and played a little bit, and

rve ended in three places. And

we'd usually rvin lirst, second and

thirdl'
Shaw and his brother, Ken,

perlormed at the Gore Springs

Town Show and the Grenada

County Fair, and won the taient

contest there.

They competed in the Mid-

South Fair in Memphis, Tenn.,

rvhere the prize lvas a chance to

appear on the Ted Mack Amateur

Hour, a nationally broadcast

talent program.

Shaw and his brother faiied to

be one ofthe top three finishers

to qualify for a shot at the Ama-

teur Hour.
"But the experience that we

had ... the audience just really

went crazy, you knou,, I mean,

they applauded for us tremen-

dously. fhs tent tr,as fu1l back

then. It was a big tent and so we

got a great round of applausel

Their performance 1ed to an

invitation to perform on Satur-

dav mornings on Memphis TV
station WREG.

'And so we did thatl'he said.

"My mother nould haul the

drums and in the station wagon,

and here we'd goJ'

When he entered high school,

Shaw'joined a rock band.
"There were some gu,vs in the

ninth or 10th grade that had a

little band in Grenada ar-rd they

knew that I lvas in the music a lit-
t1e bit, so they asked me to play,'

he said. "We did the old Beatles

music, you know, dressed like the

Beatles. The n.rusic aln'ays had

a hold on me. It rvas something

that I was so hungly for that I
couid sit down and listen to a

record and I could sit down a few

minutes and play itl' he said.
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Shaw kept forming and piaying in bands.

When he graduated high school and went to

the University of Mississippi he played in the

school's jazzbandbefore joining a iO-piece

show band.
"Then i got kind oftired ofschool and

bailed out my junior year. Quiti' Shaw said.

"Didn't krow what I was going to do, you

knou,: 21 years old; no job, just not knowing

where you're going or what you going to do,

but knowing I had a guitar in my hand. I just

went wherever that took mel'

Shaw stayed with his brother in Memphis

before returning home, where he worked at

several jobs.

He joined a band in Greenville that turned

into a bit of irony. The group had a keyboard

player but asked Shaw ifhe could play the

piano.
"l said, 'Yeahl So they bought me a pianoi'

The band later bought Shaw and electric

piano, so he could play with the keyboardist.

"Here was the guy who didn't like playing

pianol'he said. "I ended up playlng piano,

kind ofjust out of necessity for the jobi'

.i,lri:rili\,,,, I -::i:.),irl

While he was in Greenville, Shaw joined

the rock and blues band Candy Shoestring.

"Theywere real popular in the Delta and

we ended up opening up for Lynyrd Skynytd

at the Cleveland Expo Center in t9741'he

said.

Later, Shaw joined the band Sassy |ones.

"lt was Mississippi's most popular rock

and roll band. They heard me play and they

offered me a job in )ackson. I immediately

took it because I was starving to death and

sleeping on somebodys floorl'

The band, Shaw said, "was a phenomenon

and we played four nights a week out at the

reservoir out there in Main Harbor and some

of the ihrbs. We packed the house Thursday

through Sunday. We played out there for

seven yearsi'

During his time with Sassy fones, Shaw

began writing songs,

"I had a talent for thati'he said. "I was the

youngest guy in the group, but I was writing

allthe songs because it's just something I
could do and I wanted to dol'

He wrote several songs for a demo tape for

a possible record contract, but the deai fell

through.

By now, Shaw lvas married and had a

daughter. He left the group after eight years.

"l just kind of felt 1ed to do something on

my own so I went solo and I started playing

piano in the restaurants and smaller places as

a solo artist and kept u'riting songs, doing a

lot of commerclals.
"l have a knack lbr rrriting commercials]'

he said, pointing out he has u,ritten commer-

cials for then-Atl'ood Chevrolet, the Gumbo

Pot and United Cleaners in \ricksburg.

Shaw later lelt )lississippi for Nashville,

where he u.orked at Opnland amusement

park as a ro\rer.

"We'd u,a1k and plav songs outsidel'he

said. "lfyou rvere ir.t a trcket line and (its)

hot and you're rr'aitrr.rq on a long line, it was

my job to corne uf and sing vou a song and

stroll around a linle bit and trv to keep you

satisfled until vou set on the ridel'

The job in \ashlille 1ed to a request from

another performer to \\-rite him some songs

to sing on "Star Search.' a natlonally televised

T E r$
;i
it

if

))

;

al

f=c

'tl
l

?"_

u



"it turned out they did a song

:,n Star Search. That was my

irst. I thought,'OK. I'm in the

rusiness now.'And so somebody

,aid, 'We11, how you gonna get

:aid?'And I said, 'l dont knowl

They said, 'you need to join

\SCAP or BMI (songwriters

:qencies), one or the othel and

qo down there to the olice and

ralk to 'em, and they11 tell you

rrhat to dol
"l did. And we got all the legal

iormalities and signed the papers

and got registered and licensed

and all that stuff.'

Shaw returned to Memphis to

be closer to his daughter when he

qot a cail from Rick Hall, owner

of the weil-known Muscle Shoals

Studio in Muscle Shoals, Ala.,

about a song Shaw wrote called
''Too Many Hon1g, Tonks on MY

\,Vay Homei' Hall said Dukes

of Hazzard actor Tom WoPat

rvanted to include it in a countrY
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Shaw went to Alabama to helP

with producing the record and

"Too ManyHonlg,Tonk" nas the

start ofseveral songs he urote for

several afiists. They included a song

called "Dont Give Me No Lip'for

former St. Aloysius band director

Mckie Baker, which resulted in her

receiving a record contract.

Shaw said he's no longer writ-

ing but stil1 performs about three

times a month.
"Thatt what sets me free.

That's what really gets me where

I'm supposed to be because I'm

out of myself then. I'm stil1 work-

ing. using my talent, playing,

singing my songs. 'Cause that's

what makes me tick, right? KeePs

me balanced.

"You know I'm very grateful

and thankful for being able to

do all this - something that you

love and have this long career

and have your health and being

able to still performi'
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PBESSURE CLEANIN0: TIRED 0F I)IRT 6 STAINS 0N Y0UR H0ME'S EXTERI0H?

WE'LL OET YOUR HOME LOOKING NEt^l AGAIN!!

CALL JIMMY TUGOLE FOR ALL YOUR INTEBIOR 8 EXTERIOR PAINTING NEEDSI

60I-218-8528 I 601-301-0545
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LOCATED IN TI{F.
HEART OF DOI.VNTO!\TN V}CI{SBURG,

THE WATERMARK YICKSBURG
provides the perf-ecl locatitxl to ltost a chic rrntl clegant

evetrt locirte 11 on the lrticli strcc'ts ol"I-listoric l)orvutolvu

Vicksburg. llxposed lrrick, r:orgcotts fttttntaitr, sttilt'ttrq

r":eilings, and trrrtttral light irre cotl[lirrecl lvith I ctiltlculporilrY

vibr' to bring a tirtcless tcel tr.r elerv gotlrt-Linq.
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